
SOUTH HOLLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Portfolio Holder for Economic Development, Property and Assets 
and Strategic Planning and the Economic Development Manager

To: Cabinet – 19 July 2011

Author: Mark Stanton, Economic Development Manager

Subject: Additional funding for the completion of Sutton Bridge Community Centre.

Purpose: To request permission to use an additional £65,846 from the Sutton Bridge 
Power Station S106 fund to fit out the first floor of the newly constructed 
Community Centre.

It is anticipated that this report will result in the Cabinet making a non-key decision.  The decision 
will be subject to call-in.

INTRODUCTION

1.1 At the July 2010 cabinet meeting, approval was given for £450,000 of Sutton Bridge Power 
Station S106 funds to be released to the Sutton Bridge Community Centre Fund for the 
construction of the new Community Centre. The Committee are now requesting a further 
£97,000 to allow the construction of stairs and/or a lift, and partially fit out the first floor 
which would otherwise have been inaccessible and therefore unused.
There are also economies of scale to be obtained by the contractors completing this work 
whilst still on site.

2.0 Issues

2.1 After a meeting between Peter Clery and David Bruch of Sutton Bridge Community Centre 
Fund, and Cllr Howard Johnson and Mark Stanton of SHDC, the Community Centre 
Committee were invited to put in a second bid for funds to fit out the first floor of the new 
centre. The cost of access stairs and fitting out of the first floor were removed from the 
original request to keep the capital costs within the limits of the £450,000 that had been 
ringfenced by the cabinet for this purpose.

2.2 To date, £468,846 has been transferred to the SBCCF bank account consisting of £418,846 
from the £450,000 that was ring fenced, and £50,000 from the £150,000 allocated to Sutton 
Bridge Parish Council. A letter has been received from the Parish Council authorizing the 
transfer of the £50,000.

Recommendation:

That the sum of £97,000 be released from the Sutton Bridge S106 fund to enable the 
completion of the first floor of the Sutton Bridge Community Centre.
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2.3 A formal request has now been received from the committee for an additional £97,000 to 
create further community space as well as income producing office accommodation. The 
exact amount required at the moment is unclear as there is some uncertainty around the 
requirements for a lift that have to be cleared with the planning authority, but if required, will 
have a significant impact on the total, affecting the level of fit out that will be achieved.

2.4 If approved, the £97,000 would consist of £31,154 remaining from the ringfenced £450,000
plus an additional £65,846 from the S106 fund.

2.5 As requested by Cllr Johnson and the Economic Development Manager, a 12 month 
budget and a 5 year lettings plan have been submitted along with a formal request for 
additional funds.

3.0 Options

3.1 Options are to fund the completion of the centre now whilst the contractors   are on site, or 
defer the decision and deal with the request at a later date.

4.0 Reasons for recommendations

4.1 The reason for the recommendation as set out is that the Sutton Bridge Community Centre 
will be a valuable asset to the community, and whilst there has been an element of bad 
press between the Committee and the Council in the past, this is an opportunity to bring this 
project to a happy, successful and cost effective conclusion.

5.0 IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Risk

Due to the fact that the Sutton Bridge S106 fund exists for the benefit of the community, and 
this project has clearly already met the required criteria, in the opinion of the author there is 
no risk to the Council.

5.2 Financial

There are no financial implications for the Council as the £97,000, if approved, will come 
from the existing Sutton Bridge Power Station S106 fund.

5.3 Legal

The Council are the designated holders of the S106 funds, and as such they have the 
authority to distribute the fund to legitimate claimants. SBCCF have already met the criteria 
as claimants, and as this report is part of the due process for a further claim, in the opinion of 
the author there is no legal risk to the Council

5.4 Equality and Diversity

Equal opportunities/disability issues will be addressed as the Centre will be open and 
available to all.

5.5 Other 

Crime and disorder will be addressed as it is hoped the Police will have their own room at 
the Centre.
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Climate change issues would be addressed if the contractors were able to finish the work 
whilst on site thus cutting down on the number of journeys that were required to move plant 
backwards and forwards to the site.
By taking advantage of the economies of scale obtained by retaining the contractor on site 
best value is obtained.

6.0 Alignment to Council Priorities

6.1 This project aligns with the following priorities:

 To take care of our villages and towns
 To provide improved cultural and sports facilities
 To improve access to services.

7.0 Wards/Communities Affected

7.1 Sutton Bridge and surrounding area.

Background papers:-
Cabinet report dated 20th July 2010
___________________________________________________________________

Lead Contact Officer
Nigel Burch, Economic Development Officer
01775 761161
Email: nburch@sholland.gov.uk

Non Key Decision

Appendices attached to this report:
Appendix A - Application letter, 
Appendix B - 12 month budget, 
Appendix C - 5 year letting budget,
Appendix D - Additional works letter from Langwith Builders


