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Minutes of a meeting of the CABINET held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, 
Priory Road, Spalding, on 15 November 2011.

PRESENT
Cabinet Members:

     G A Porter (Leader)

M G Chandler C J Lawton G J Taylor
R Gambba-Jones P S Przyszlak (Deputy Leader) C N Worth (Deputy Leader)
H R Johnson         

Junior Portfolio Holders: R Grocock and A R Woolf

The Chief Executive, Deputy Chief Executive, Assistant Director Finance (S151), Member 
Services Officer (Cabinet).

Apologies for absence were received from or on behalf of Maureen Scantlebury (Welland 
Seniors’ Forum) and the Assistant Director Democratic Services.  

In attendance: Councillors A M Newton (Leader of the Opposition), B Alcock (Chairman of 
Performance Monitoring Panel) and A Puttick (Chairman of Policy Development Panel),
and Councillors G R Aley, A Casson and D J Wilkinson, Joint Communications Team 
Leader, and the Press.

Community Representatives: Councillor Reg Boot (Parish Councils), Diane Clay (Citizens 
Advice Bureau), Douglas Sim (Holbeach Seniors’ Link), Ladey Adey (South Lincolnshire 
Community and Voluntary Service) and Phil Scarlett (Local Business Organisations). 

C39. DAVID ROBERTS

The Leader announced the death of David Roberts who died on 25 October 2011 and 
whose funeral had taken place on 2 November 2011.  He advised that David had been a 
great asset to the local community; he had regularly attended Cabinet meetings as an 
advisor, on behalf of the Holbeach Seniors’ Link, and had also been a longstanding 
member of the Councils’ Independent Remuneration Panel.  

C40.    MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2011 were signed by the Leader as a 
correct record. 

C41. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none.  

C42. QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC UNDER CABINET PROCEDURE RULE 2.4

No questions were raised by the public under Cabinet Procedure Rule 2.4.

C43. MATTERS SUBJECT TO CALL-IN

There were no matters subject to call-in.  
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C44. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND PERFORMANCE 
MONITORING PANELS

There were no matters arising from the Policy Development and Performance Monitoring 
Panels.

C45. QUARTERLY GOVERNANCE AND PERFORMANCE MONITORING REPORT 
COVERING THE PERIOD 1ST APRIL to 30th SEPTEMBER 2011

Consideration was given to the joint report of the Portfolio Holder for Internal Services, 
Performance and Business Development and the Assistant Director Democratic Services 
providing information and seeking approval of financial recommendations of the 
Governance and Performance Monitoring Report 1 April to 31 September 2011.

The report provided a summary of the council’s performance during the three month 
period April to September 2011, which included the financial overview and priorities being 
progressed towards achieving the priorities identified in the Corporate Plan 2010-15.  

A supplementary paper was circulated at the start of the meeting which clarified changes 
and updated the tables, within section four of the report, which were affected.  Specifically 
two projects on the approved capital programme had been identified as not being 
deliverable before year end, and therefore had been put forward for removal from the 
current year’s programme. However, the latest information indicated that both projects 
would be completed before 31 March 2012.  The two projects were:

 Renewal of Flat Roof over IT suite at Priory Road (£15,000), and 
 South Holland Centre Renewal of Main Roof (£50,000)

Additionally a request had been put forward requesting new capital expenditure on major 
refurbishment works to the market trailers. The condition of the trailers was considered to 
be a safety risk which required immediate attention, therefore an additional capital budget 
of £20,000 was requested, to be funded from the Replacement and Refurbishment 
Reserve.

The Leader commented on the risk register and queried why the Council had one.  The 
Chief Executive advised that it was considered ‘good governance’ to keep a risk register 
and that it was regularly reviewed by the Governance and Audit Committee.  

Members noted that the risks were not completely relevant to South Holland District 
Council.  Councillor G J Taylor advised that a review on the risk register was due to be 
carried out, and following that the risks would be more relevant to the Council.  Councillor 
H R Johnson added that it would be useful to include any potential mitigating measures 
within the risk register.  Councillor Taylor advised that members’ comments would be 
considered during the review.  

Councillor Newton queried why risks RM C 022 and RM C 023 had been added to the risk 
register.  The Leader advised that these risks had been included in error and were 
actually out of date.  Councillor Taylor stated that these amendments would be dealt with 
during the review.  
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C45. QUARTERLY GOVERNANCE AND PERFORMANCE MONITORING REPORT 
COVERING THE PERIOD 1ST APRIL to 30th SEPTEMBER 2011 (Continued)

Members’ acknowledged that the report included details of the Designated Councillors 
Budgets and spend to date.  Councillor Taylor advised that information on spend was 
available on the Council’s website, which contained monthly reports.  The Leader stated
members did not have to spend their total allocation it if they did not wish.  Ladey Adey
(South Lincolnshire Community and Voluntary Service) reported that the Community and 
Voluntary Service, which was based in South Holland District Council’s offices, was 
available to assist members with the spend of their budgets and could assist with match 
funding to make the most of their allocation.  

DECISION a) That the report be received;

b) That members’ comments be considered during the 
review of the Council’s Risk Register;

c) That the New Homes Bonus money of £354,880 be 
transferred into the Council Tax Reserve; and

RECOMMENDED d) That the circulated updates, and amendments within the 
TO COUNCIL: report, to the capital programme be approved.  

(Other options considered:
 To approve the recommendations without amendments; and
 Not to approve the recommendations. 

Reason for decision:
 The Council was accountable for its financial and non-financial performance;
 The Coalition programme requires the Council to publish its performance;
 The Cabinet had requested a quarterly which detailed financial and non-financial 

performance in summary form; and
 The report ensured that progress against the Council’s Corporate Priorities, 

Business Plans and Medium Term Financial Strategy was monitored and 
transparent.)

C46. AWARDING OF REMAINING SUTTON BRIDGE SECTION 106 FUNDING TO LOCAL 
PROJECTS

Consideration was given to the joint report of the Portfolio Holder for Economic 
Development, Property and Assets and Strategic Planning and the Economic 
Development Manager which sought approval to distribute the remaining Sutton Bridge 
S106 funding to local projects.

Councillor C N Worth reported that he had taken the opportunity to view the new 
Community Centre and he was very impressed.  The new centre would be an excellent 
facility for Sutton Bridge.  He referred to the forth recommendation and queried who the 
project offer letters would be sent to.  Councillor Johnson advised that the letters would be 
sent to Sutton Bridge Community Centre and Sutton Bridge Parish Council.  
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C46. AWARDING OF REMAINING SUTTON BRIDGE SECTION 106 FUNDING TO LOCAL 
PROJECTS (Continued)

Members’ queried the types of community projects which Sutton Bridge Parish Council 
would consider.  Councillor Johnson advised that possible projects included an extension 
to the burial facilities; and sports facilities.  Councillor Worth requested that the Parish 
Council be advised to liaise with the Sports Development officers at the Council for that 
project.  

DECISION: a) That £29,855 of funding from S106 funds be awarded to 
the Sutton Bridge Community Centre to complete works 
to accommodate a day nursery within the Centre;

b) That the remaining funding of £61,765.95 be awarded to 
Sutton Bridge Parish Council for Community projects;

c) That delegated authority be given to the Portfolio Holder 
for Economic Development, Property and Assets and 
Strategic Planning to distribute any future unspent funding 
to locally approved projects; and

d) That the Economic Development Manager issue project 
offer letters for the funding and monitor spend and 
progress on behalf of Cabinet in line with auditable 
monitoring procedures.

(Other options considered:
 To approve the recommendations with amendments; and
 Not to approve the recommendations.

Reason for decision:
 A range of community projects had come forward which would take up the remaining 

Sutton Bridge S106 funding.  Those projects would have direct community and 
economic benefit to local residents and would meet the S106 criteria.)

C47. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

DECISION:

That, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded 
from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Part I of 
Schedule 12A of the Act.

C48. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND LICENSING SERVICE REVIEW

Councillor M G Chandler advised that the report sought approval for recommendations 
regarding the Environmental Health and Licensing Service Review. He stated that 
members should be fully satisfied with the report before making a decision and proposed 
that it be considered within group meetings, prior to being submitted to the next full 
Council meeting for approval.  
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C48. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND LICENSING SERVICE REVIEW (Continued)

DECISION: a) That the report be circulated to members to consider at 
their group meetings; and

b) That, once members were satisfied, the report be 
submitted to full Council for approval.

(Other options considered:
 To approve the recommendations without amendments.

Reason for decision:
 The review of Environmental Health was a major priority for both Breckland District 

Council and South Holland District Council; and
 Circulating the report to members for consideration would enable them to fully satisfy 

themselves prior to making a formal decision at full Council.)

C49. WRITE-OFFS

Consideration was given to the joint report of the Portfolio Holder for Financial Strategy 
and Democratic Services and the Assistant Director Finance (S106) which sought 
approval to write off irrecoverable debts.  

DECISION: a) That the following debts be approved for write-off:

 Non Domestic Rates £57,084.49
 Council Tax £2,264.77

Total £59,349.26

b) That, in future, debts for write off approval be
incorporated within the quarterly governance and 
performance monitoring report.

(Other options considered:
 To approve the recommendations with amendments; and
 Not to approve the recommendations.

Reason for decision:
 Where possible all methods of recovery had been pursued before making the 

recommendation to write-off.  The amounts were uncollectable due to the debtor 
either being untraceable, insolvent or having ceased trading with no assets; and

 In order to reduce the number of separate reports being considered by members, it 
was proposed that the approval process for future write offs be incorporated within 
the quarterly governance and performance monitoring report.)

(The meeting ended at 7.06 p.m.)

(End of minutes).
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These minutes are published on Friday 18 November 2011.  In accordance with the 
Council’s Constitution the DECISIONS detailed above will, unless otherwise stated, come 
into force and may then be implemented on Monday 28 November 2011 (i.e. after the 
expiry of 5 working days from the date of publication of these minutes), unless during that 
period a notice which is signed by at least one member of the Council and complies with 
the requirements of Rules 15(b), (c) and (d) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure 
Rules is served on the Assistant Director Democratic Services requesting that the 
decision be called-in and the Assistant Director Democratic Services approves the request 
for call-in.  Where a decision is called-in it will firstly be considered by the Performance 
Monitoring Panel on a date to be fixed.

Any FINAL DECISIONS and any URGENT DECISIONS take effect immediately.

Any RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL detailed above will be submitted for 
consideration to the meeting of the full Council on Wednesday 23 November 2011.


