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Minutes of a meeting of the SOUTH HOLLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL held in the 
Council Chamber, Council Offices, Priory Road, Spalding, on Wednesday, 21 
January 2015 at 6.30 pm.

PRESENT

R Clark (Chairman)
R M Rudkin (Vice-Chairman)

B Alcock
G R Aley
D Ashby
F Biggadike
M D Booth
S M Booth
C J T H Brewis
A Casson
P E Coupland

M G Chandler
G K Dark
R Gambba-Jones
R Grocock
M Howard
H R Johnson
C J Lawton
A M Newton
R Perkins

P S Przyszlak
S-A Slade
E J Sneath
A C Tennant
D J Wilkinson
S Wilkinson
A R Woolf
C N Worth

Apologies for absence were received from or on behalf of Councillors J Avery, 
A Harrison, J L King, G A Porter, A Puttick, M D Seymour and G J Taylor,  

In Attendance:  Chief Executive, Democratic Services and Legal Manager, Legal 
Services Coordinator and Principal Democratic Services Officer.  

Action By
105. MINUTES 

Members considered the minutes of the meeting held on 17 
December 2014.

DECISION:

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 

106. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

There were no declarations of interest. 

107. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The Chairman announced that two South Holland Councillors had 
been awarded prestigious medals in the Queen’s New Year’s 
Honours List.

The British Empire Medal had been awarded to Councillor 
Graham Dark for services to the Community in Spalding and to 
Councillor Michael Booth for his services to Sutton Bridge.
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Members joined the Chairman in congratulating the Councillors 
on their awards. 

108. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY LEADER AND MEMBERS OF THE 
CABINET. 

Councillor Worth informed the Council that six further nominations 
of untidy sites had been received. Four of those sites met the 
criteria and had been added to the list: 

 Chatterton Water Tower 
 Bridge Hotel, Sutton Bridge 
 Derelict House, Main Road, Holbeach St Marks
 Railway Bridge, Green Lane, Sutton Bridge.  

Letters had been sent to the owners of all six sites advising them 
of the relevant legislation and potential action that the Council 
could take.

Councillor Gambba-Jones provided Members with an update on 
the Pride project.  The whole of the District was covered and the 
following areas had received visits: Sutton Bridge, Sutton St 
James, Long Sutton, Gedney, Fleet Hargate, Holbeach, Holbeach 
St Johns, Holbeach Drove, Moulton, Weston, Weston Hills, 
Spalding, Pinchbeck, West Pinchbeck, Crowland, Surfleet, 
Gosberton, Quadring, Donington, Deeping St Nicholas, A1175 
and A 17 lay-bys.  Details of the work undertaken were available. 
Repainting was also proposed for 7 play areas.

Members noted that the Enforcement Officer was working one 
extra day per week as part of the Pride project which enabled him 
to spend more time on fly tipping and waste presentation 
problems.  Covert camera equipment had been taken on trial with 
a view to being purchased and utilised in known problem areas. 
Associated warning/advisory signs had also been ordered. 
Although it was too early to identify a definite pattern of 
improvement, the number of fly tips for December was 25 in 
comparison to a usual figure of around 50 instances. Reports of 
the early presentation of rubbish bags had also reduced for 
December with 8 reports compared to a usual figure of 14.

Councillor Gambba-Jones also reported that a person caught fly-
tipping had been fined £1000 and ordered to pay £500 costs and 
£100 victim support.  Unfortunately the offender was an employee 
of South Holland District Council, however in sharing this 
information the Council was sending a strong message that 
anyone caught fly-tipping would be pursued. 
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109. COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Special Joint Meeting of the Performance Monitoring Panel and 
Policy Development Panel – 3 December 2014

DECISION:

That the minutes be received.

Governance and Audit Committee – 18 December 2014

DECISION:

That the minutes be received. 

110. QUESTIONS ASKED WITH NOTICE UNDER COUNCIL 
PROCEDURE RULE 10.2. 

There were no questions asked under Council Procedure Rule 
10.2. 

111. QUESTIONS ASKED WITHOUT NOTICE UNDER COUNCIL 
PROCEDURE RULE 10.8. 

Question to:Councillor Przyszlak
Question from: Councillor Alcock
Subject: Draft Budget

Councillor Alcock referred to the figure of £262,000 contained in 
the draft budget in association with the New Homes growth 
initiative, and asked whether it was linked to the setting up of a 
new housing company?  What was the progress with this?

Councillor Przyszlak confirmed that the figure did include a 
contribution from a proposed new housing company.  The new 
housing company was still being looked into and details may 
change before the final budget was presented for approval.

Councillor Alcock asked why there was a delay in setting up the 
company?  Councillor Przyszlak replied that the business plan 
was being finalised and that it was hoped its receipt was 
imminent.
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Question to:Councillor Gambba-Jones
Question from: Councillor Brewis
Subject: Planning Appeals

Councillor Brewis asked whether, when a planning appeal was 
lodged, it was required that all who made submissions at 
application stage would be contacted and asked if they wished to 
withdraw their comments?

Councillor Gambba-Jones replied that he understood that when 
an appeal was lodged with the Planning Inspectorate, they 
received all the associated paperwork.  Objectors would be 
contacted to ask whether they wished to continue to object.

Question to:Councillor Chandler
Question from: Councillor D Wilkinson
Subject: Scrap Metal Licenses

Councillor Wilkinson referred to the scrap metal licenses issued 
by the authority and asked whether the licence holders had been 
subject to checks by the police?
 
Councillor Chandler replied that the new Scrap Metal Licensing 
regulations had come into effect in 2013 and to date nine licences 
had been issued by the Council. Site inspections and complaints 
were the responsibility of the Police and he was unaware of any 
investigations.  The Licensing Team would follow up any 
information passed to them.

(Note: Following the meeting it was clarified that the Council had 
4 site licences and 9 collectors registered with the Council.  The 
Licensing Team would only inspect the sites as part of ensuring 
compliance with their licence.  Enforcement at the site would be 
carried out by either the Police or Environment Agency and to 
date the Council was not aware of any such visits from those 
authorities.)

Question to:Councillor Gambba-Jones
Question from: Councillor M Booth
Subject: Fly-tipping

Councillor Booth referred to an area in Woad Lane, Sutton Bridge 
where there were persistent problems with fly-tipping.  Could 
cameras be used to identify perpetrators?

Councillor Gambba-Jones replied that the use of covert cameras 
was not straight forward as special permissions were required.  
However, if a notice was displayed saying that cameras were in 
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use, then filming could take place. A set of cameras were 
currently on trial and notices would be deployed in problem areas.

Councillor Booth asked whether he should still report fly tipping in 
the usual way?

Councillor Gambba-Jones replied that the usual reporting system 
should be used.

Question to:Councillor Lawton
Question from: Councillor Alcock
Subject: Gypsy and Traveller Site

Councillor Alcock asked if the enpasse reached in the provision of 
the Gypsy and Traveller site had been resolved?

Councillor Lawton replied that Councillor Newton had been in 
touch with officers regarding this issue and had responded.  The 
planning permission for the site had included various pre-
commencement conditions. Work had taken place to develop the 
information necessary to submit an application to discharge those 
conditions. One of the conditions (condition no. 10) related to 
highways, and stated:

“Prior to the commencement of the development hereby 
permitted, details shall be submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Local Planning Authority for the provision of passing places 
and the execution of structural repair work to Drain Bank North. 
The works, as approved, shall be completed prior to 
commencement of the use of the permitted development.”

That condition was prepared by Lincolnshire County Council’s 
Highways team.

The Council had been in discussions with the Highways team to 
seek to reach agreement over the scope of work required in order 
to discharge this condition. Agreement had not yet been reached.

Councillor Alcock sympathised with the position, however this 
issue should have been apparent prior to the submission of a 
planning application.  Also, the Rugby Club received planning 
permission further down the road and was not required to make 
highway changes.  If the Rugby Club would benefit from highway 
improvement could they be asked to contribute?

Councillor Lawton replied that informal discussions were taking 
place with the Rugby Club.  
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Question to:Councillor Worth
Question from: Councillor Perkins
Subject: Untidy Sites

Councillor Perkins referred to Councillor Worth’s announcement 
regarding Untidy Sites and said that he had nominated Green 
Lane Railway Bridge, Sutton Bridge but that it didn’t appear to be 
on the list.

Councillor Worth replied that it was not on the list, but it could be 
added and assessed against criteria for action.

(Note: Following the meeting it was clarified that this site was on 
the list for action).

Question to:Councillor Gambba-Jones
Question from: Councillor Perkins
Subject: Early presentation of bin bags

Councillor Perkins reported that there was regularly presentation 
of bin bags at a site Double Street. He queried when it should be 
reported?

Councillor Gambba-Jones reported that it was a situation that was 
hard to deal with swiftly, especially near housing that may have a 
transient population.  Use of cameras could make a difference but 
the support of the public was required, including being willing to 
give evidence in court. 

112. REPORT FROM CABINET MEETING HELD ON 13 JANUARY 
2015 

Members considered the report from the Cabinet meeting held on 
13 January 2015 seeking approval for recommendations on the 
Housing Revenue Account (HRA) Draft 2015-16 Estimates.  The 
report outlined the draft 2015-16 revenue and capital estimates 
for the Housing Revenue account; the outline capital programme 
through to 2019-20 and the 30 year HRA operating account.

DECISION:

1. That the draft Housing Revenue Account Budget for 2015-
16 is approved;

2. That the proposed average rent increase of 2.2% is 
approved and the statutory period of notice is served on 
tenants; and

3. That the HRA Intensive Landlord serve charges, 
transitional scheme, heating, water and room hire charges 

MF, DH, 
RS 
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are approved. 

113. KEY DECISION PLAN 

Members gave consideration to the Key Decision Plan.

DECISION:

That the Key Decision Plan be received. 

114. ITEMS CALLED-IN FROM CABINET 

There were no items called in from Cabinet. 

115. OTHER ISSUES ARISING FROM THE POLICY 
DEVELOPMENT PANEL AND PERFORMANCE MONITORING 
PANEL (COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES 14.1 – 14.5 (RULE OF 
DEBATE) DO NOT APPLY TO THIS ITEM). 

There were no issues arising from the Policy Development Panel 
or the Performance Monitoring Panel. 

116. NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEES AND OTHER SEATS 

There were no nominations for changes to Committee 
membership or other seats. 

117. FINAL REPORT OF THE SIR HALLEY STEWART PLAYING 
FIELD TASK GROUP 

The Council received the final report of the Halley Stewart Task 
Group.  In introducing the report, the Chairman of the Task Group 
thanked the Legal Services Co-ordinator and Member Services 
Officer for their assistance.

Members noted that many different uses had been suggested for 
the field but that the deeds signed in the 1950s were binding and 
couldn’t be changed.  The Council was acting appropriately and 
was compliant with Charity Commission Guidance.

Members discussed paragraph 7(g) of the report which referred to 
the restoration of the gates and included a figure of £17,000.  The 
Legal Services Co-ordinator informed the Council that this figure 
had been included in the draft budget in relation to the playing 
field but he reassured the Council that this was not the cost of 
restoring the gates.
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The Task Group were thanked for their work in examining the 
issue and producing the report.

DECISION: 

That the recommendations (a to o) as set out in paragraph 7.2 of 
the Task Group’s Final Report are approved. 

CM, PP, 
RR, MS 

118. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE 
URGENT 

There were none. 

(The meeting ended at 7.25 pm)

(End of minutes)


