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Introduction to this consultation 

1. This report details the responses received for the South Holland District Council 

proposed Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) for dog controls in public areas 

consultation undertaken between 27th August and 8th October 2024. 

 
Methodology 

2. The draft Order and summary were available to view on the Council’s website, 

alongside Frequently Asked Questions and a link to the survey to gather views on the 

proposals. The link was shared on social media and via press release. 

 
3. Paper copies of the questionnaire were available at the Council reception or on request.  

 

4. It should be noted that base data has been rounded to the nearest number  

(so may add up to between 99% and 101%).  

 

Response Rate 

5. 420 responses were received in total. 

 

Results and Analysis 

6. Respondents were asked if they believe there is a problem with dog fouling in public 

areas in South Holland? The chart below shows that the majority of respondents 

agreed. 
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All respondents were asked if they believe there is a problem with 
dog fouling in public areas in South Holland?
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7. Respondents were asked if they agree with the proposal to control dog fouling over the 

whole district, making it an offence to fail to pick up dog faeces deposited on any 

publicly accessible land? The chart below shows that the majority of respondents 

agreed. 

 
 
8. Respondents were asked if they agree with the proposal that it should be an offence if 

someone in control of a dog does not carry suitable means to pick up dog faeces? The 

chart below shows that the majority of respondents agreed. 

 
9. Respondents were asked if they agree that dogs should be excluded from enclosed 

children’s play areas, and failure to comply with this would be an offence? The chart 

below shows that the majority of respondents agreed. 
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10. Comments: 

• The dog warden in the area could certainly be more effective. Dogs are regularly loose 

in our local children's play areas. 

• I am a dog owner and I currently comply with this. 

• How is this going to be enforced? Will it be another way to make money for the council 

- as the Kingdom contract. 

• I agree this is a major issue in SHDC. Signs and fines need to be very clear, so they 

are able to see this is not acceptable. They are also the main culprits for putting out 

rubbish all week long resulting in rubbish all over the streets and or fly tipping as they 

due minimum tenancy agreements and then move on leaving their rubbish behind.  

So, you have to wonder whether they are informed of the requirements and the 

penalties to be imposed. Or do they just not care as they will just move on....  I do 

hope you will employ the staff to police this if you put it in place.  It’s not going to be a 

9 - 5 job - most people on the vast estate I live on walk the dogs prior to work and after 

work.....  Also, the bins are not really adequate the "one" which has been put up near 

my house is usually overflowing on to the floor. Educate the public - Advertise the fact 

everywhere and put up signs all languages can understand.  Tell them you will use 

peoples CCTV cameras as enforcement - a huge number of people now have 

cameras - CCTV and or ring door bells which could be used to prosecute. 

• Rotten row field in Pinchbeck is particularly bad as people don’t keep dogs on lead 

and don’t keep there eye on what the dogs doing!  If the dogs are kept on leads there 

is no problems. Also people walk there dogs off lead around village and let them 

defecate and don’t pick up!! 

• For people who are visually impaired or have learning disabilities, for example, dog 

poo can cause awful problems - imagine not know dog poo is where your white cane 

is sweeping the pavement to ensure you don't trip, or you step in some because you 

can't see the ground and you arrive at your destination- home, work, restaurant etc - 

spreading dog poo everywhere, or you take your shoes off and now its on your hands 

as well as the floor....... 
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with this would be an offence?
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• All dogs should be on a lead in public spaces. 

• More secure places to take dogs, only 1 doggy park that I’m aware of next to football 

ground. 

• I'm shocked that these aren't already in place to be honest – I thought most were!  It 

would be great if extra attention could be given to deterring dog mess close to 

schools.. 

• I am a dog owner and I am sick and tired of the ignorant feel it is okay to not pick up 

after their dogs.  I have seen people let their dogs to foul pavements,  other peoples 

gardens play areas and public walking places.  Something needs to be done that 

makes these ignorant people change, be it fines, name and shame etc. 

• I fully support the above proposals. I would however point out that even when dog 

fouling is picked up the patch of ground/grass is still contaminated. In my view dog 

owners should ensure their animal fouls their own garden, if they have one, before 

taking it out to foul in a public place. 

• For health and security reasons it is very necessary. A small number of owners are 

highly irresponsible and allow their canine accompanies to foul public areas, be it 

playgrounds, river banks or pavements. It needs to be seriously tackled. 

• Not only should dogs be banned from children's play areas but they should also be 

banned from all public parks.  Parks are for the public to enjoy not a place to take your 

dog to foul even if you do pick it up. 

• Dogs should also be banned from public parks and ALWAYS be on a lead. 

• Dogs should be kept off Monks house playing field as it is constantly used by both 

footballers and kids , so should be a no go area for dog walkers. 

• I think there should be more dog friendly areas I think if it is an enclosed small park 

then dogs should be kept out but if it is a big park then dogs should be allowed.  Whilst 

I have answered that I don’t think dog fouling is an issues everywhere there are parts 

of the area that does need review although I would like to understand how this is going 

to be policed to catch the culprits who do not clean up after their dogs. 

• This should be done a long time, I’m a dog owner but people must be educated that 

we’re leaving in a community and we must respect everyone. 

• Most dog owners I know are responsible however I do feel there is a language barrier 

in understanding our policies. As a dog owner I also believe all dogs should be kept on 

leads in built up areas. 

• I think there should be more areas within recreational parks for dogs to run free. Even 

if it's a small fenced enclosure around the perimeters of parks.   We are new to 

Lincolnshire and struggle to find decent open spaces for our dog to run free. 

• I agree with this proposal, most dog owners do clean up after their animals, however 

on the local paths dog faeces is often cover with a few leaves, this was evident around 

Carters park only the other day. Throwing the full poo bags into gardens and fields has 

always been a problem on Branches Lane and Hazelwood Lane in recent years, may 

be due to a lot of new houses being built, more folk moving into the area’s, they are 

not used to living in the countryside and think that it doesn’t matter that grass verges 

around fields don’t count in the clean up process. 

• I think this is a great initiative. It would be great to monitor this in Long Sutton near the 

primary school and surrounding roads. 
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• I think it would be reasonable to allow dogs in enclosed children’s play areas provided 

they are kept on a lead by an adult at all times.   Clear signage will be needed but it 

needs to be well designed.  Public doggy bins should be emptied on a regular basis 

throughout the area. Anecdotal evidence suggests that is not the case currently. 

• Unfortunately I expect that there will be very little enforcement of this. Without strong 

enforcement it is probably going to make no difference at all to the ignorant minority 

who currently fail to clear up after their dogs. The cost of effective enforcement will be 

beyond the means of the council. 

• We used to have a dog warden .is this still a position ? 

• The proposals are good, but only if they are policed and enforced.  Who's going to do 

this?  Boston Council has a similar system but nobody is seen to enforce, so the 

problem has not gone away. 

• How will you patrol areas and enforce against this? All well and good having those 

rules, but will they make a difference? 

• I also believe there should be controls in place for owners to keep their dogs on a lead 

in public places such as roads, lanes, footpaths, parks. Failure to do so means the dog 

can approach other people and animals, and the owners have no secure way to stop 

their dogs touching them, as dogs do not immediately obey their owners and it is a 

fallacy to think that dogs might be trained to do so. Leads please. 

• How is this going to be enforced? 

• Some thought to dog owners who allow dogs to run free and do not have call back in 

areas like river bank. 

• Fines also for those throwing dog mess in bags, into trees and hedges!! 

• I cannot believe that these provisions are not already in place.  What DO the council 

do? 

• I think £100 is a very modest fine and should be at least doubled.  I own 2 dogs. 

• Penalties and enforcement should be draconian.  There are far too many dogs in 

society. Any further action to reduce the dog population should be prioritised. 

• I was stopped by pcso officers in Grantham years ago and asked to produce evidence 

that I could clear up after my dog if it fouled in the park. I have always thought that it 

was already an offence not to carry poo bags when out with your dog … this needs to 

be the case and needs policing. I would be happy to do the job in our village as I’m 

always picking up dog mess and have approached people who I have seen leaving it 

on the ground too! 

• More dog poo/bins, so the bags are not dumped in bushes when full. 

• Normally worse in school holidays, but not bad this year, in Fleet Hargate 

• The proposal to fine people for not carrying 'suitable means' to pick up dog faeces is 

particularly problematic. Who decides what is a suitable means? Will there be a 

minimum number of bags that dog owners are expected to carry? What if a 

responsible dog owner has used a bag to clear up faeces and is fined because they 

now do not have the minimum required number of bags? Could this promote the 

perverse incentive for owners to carry bags, but not use them, out of fear of being 

fined? Until you are able to provide answers to these concerns, I would strongly 

oppose your proposal. 
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• I was under the impression that allowing your dog to mess in a public place & not clear 

it up was already illegal! I remember signs from when I was a child in London  in the 

50s saying you would be fined! It just needs enforcing somehow! 

• I think this is a good idea but impossible to police particularly in outlying villages where 

this is a real issue. I live in Lutton and there is dog poo on the pavements all the time,  

I have also seen bags of poo dumped near the graveyard. The fine is no deterrent to 

these dog owners because they know no-one will come to Lutton to catch them in the 

act. 

• Making sure that you have a bag is normal for most dog owners but to fine people if 

you have used all your bags or lent your last one to someone in need is a ludicrous 

idea, plus who is going to police it, you can't stop fly tipping which is a bigger problem. 

• Whilst the idea that someone should be able to produce the means to pick up dog 

faeces is a good one on the surface it is impracticable as they may well have just 

picked up and disposed of their only or last means prior to being stopped and this 

would be impossible for either side to prove and a fine would therefore be 

inappropriate and could be challenged causing unnecessary expense to the tax payer. 

A better idea would be to provide tamper proof poo bag dispensers near dog bins 

• How can a town be monitored  all day and  evenings ?, I think  they  would  need a lot 

of  staff ,and who is going  to pay  them.  Would  it be down to  the taxpayers, even 

those who do not own dogs, like the taxpayers  who pay for the  sports  facilities, 

which they never use. 

• Provide dog poo bins , in Whaplode we do have them but more required , people want 

bins on the dog walking routes they use not have to walk in to the middle part of the 

village  , village sizes are expanding so u need bins in these areas too , also make 

sure they are emptied Whaplode ones regularly overflow , extra bins have been asked 

for but nothing appears to happen. 

• Several times walking the children to school in Woolram wygate, Spalding, we have 

had to dodge dog poo, it is disgusting. Please do something about it! 

• I think the country needs to be a lot more dog friendly and dog accessible, not less! 

Dogs are an integrated part of our society and are treated as four legged family 

members in all animal loving households. Public access with dogs is already difficult 

enough without restricting where dogs can go even more!  I currently travel 1.5 hours 

to Rushden lakes shopping centre whenever we need to do a big and varied shop 

rather than shopping locally in Springfields. Rushden is completely dog friendly, 

allowing dogs not only around the lakes and nature walks, but also inside most shops 

and facilities there too! Whereas Springfields is strictly no dogs allowed, not even to 

walk around outside the shops or in the gardens, which would be the best dog walk for 

miles around if dogs were allowed in! I know countless other dog owners who do the 

same kind of thing, meaning south Holland is losing thousands in local revenue each 

month.  South Holland has been voted the least dog friendly county/council area 

multiple times, with little to no dog friendly areas of natural beauty or nature reserves. 

Yet children are allowed everywhere!!  Children wee in the street, poo in bushes (yes 

I've seen it all far too often with entitled parents!!) Children climb on buildings and 

property they're not allowed on, pull up flowers, wildflowers or not! Drop their rubbish 

on the floor, scream and whine loudly, run around disturbing strangers, steal things 

(from nature and with a price tag!) Children throw things, break things, shout and cry, 
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damage private property and disturb the peace! Yet they are allowed everywhere!!!  

I'm not saying children shouldn't be allowed everywhere, they're children, but nobody 

asks them to be kept on a leash, or to stick to certain (dull and boring) paths only 

when at nature parks, even though they are guaranteed to cause a disturbance, dig up 

wild plants, chase wildlife etc. Yet my dog (and every dog I know) walks quietly by my 

side on a lead, doesn't cause any damage to anything, doesn't bark, even off lead she 

would never run around strangers ankles laughing whilst said strangers are supposed 

to perceive this as somehow cute behaviour?! She's a loving, friendly, well behaved 

member of our family who is persecuted for having four legs not two!  Children quite 

frankly and loud, obnoxious, entitled, messy, destructive little monsters that we have to 

pretend are adorable so as not to offend the parents who believe their little darlings 

have ever right to be wild and feral because they're children! Every dog I know is well 

trained and well behaved yet can't go anywhere in south Holland, figure that one out?! 

And I very much doubt these entitled parents carry poo bags when they hovering their 

little darlings in a bush or behind a tree or a wall to take a dump?? Yet I always pick up 

after my dog, as does everyone else I know!  Yes there is a problem with dog fouling 

in the area, but also public bins seem to be disappearing (not justifying it at all) It 

should be an offence not to pick up, as it ruins it for everyone, but it shouldn't be an 

offence not to have bags, what if you've just used your last one? Things happen 

sometimes and not everything can be planned for. Maybe instead install more poo 

bins (or bins in general) and attach a poo bag dispenser to each one? That way if 

anyone is caught short you're offering a solution not a punishment! Also there would 

be no excuses for not picking up, hence justifiable penalties for such an act! 

• It’s time to do something about this dangerous problem it take a second to pick-up 

after your dog but if not causes health problems as well as a total nuisance 

• Would like to know how south holland propose to police this. 

• As a responsible dog owner over many years I find the situation is getting much 

worse, especially in my local area of Roman Bank. I have seen first hand people 

ignoring their dogs and when challenged have been subjected to verbal abuse.. 

• There should also be consideration given to disposal of the faeces once bagged up. 

Some people see fit to lob the bags into gardens, hedgerows or simply leave them in 

situ. If you need to see evidence of this, simply have a walk along the marsh bank at 

Sutton Bridge towards Gedney Drove End. Perhaps the disposal should be highlighted 

in the offences. 

• Increased enforcement is essential for this to work Details should be able to be sent 

with regards to possible offenses via phone/website/email. Education/Public 

awareness of the new PSPO mut be widespread. Enforcement infrastructure should 

be robust. 

• How are you going to enforce it? We and several other dog owners in Donnington pick 

up  after other dogs as well as our own. 

• This won’t effect good dog owners only the bad ones so I fully support it in every way 

• I live in a rural village so what chance is there of seeing an authorised person to 

enforce this action in my local park. 

• It’s good that south Holland district council are taking the initiative to get this problem 

sorted either dog owners cannot be bothered to clean their dogs mess or bag it and 

sling it anywhere this is a major problem that is definitely getting out of hand it’s not 
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the council’s responsibility to clean up this mess caused by disrespectful owners I 

think the council should be giving more stricter rules on this since the employment of 

enforcement officers the town is a lot more cleaner another step forward by south 

Holland so yes what ever measure the council deem is needed all the better 

• Many people walk their dogs and children at the same time.  Just ensure dogs are on 

leads in play areas 

• There is a distinct lack of dog waste bins in general . I personally bombard you with 

emails requesting a dog/general waste bin on the green space in Hereward Road, 

eventually we got one and it has made a huge difference as people are using it.  Dog 

waste bins should be available at all green spaces and more provided along our 

streets but they also need to be emptied regularly, they are often overflowing which in 

itself is a health hazard. 

• How will this be policed 

• All dog walkers should clean up behind their dogs in any space even on private land 

and dispose of the bag in a bin either in a public place or at home not disposed of in 

the hedge row or someone’s garden, the offenders should be heavily fined and named 

and shamed its the same as fly tipping. 

• Also make it compulsory to have dogs on leads. 

• How you will ever enforce this remains to be seen. 

• I am a responsible dog owner. I find many dog fouling offences occur in Moulton 

where I live next to the school often on fallen leaves in the autumn. However, it 

happens all year. The dog bins are always over flowing in the village which doesn’t 

help. I thought it was a criminal offence not to clear up after one’s dog anyway so I am 

confused by this survey. However, I would welcome PCSOs to be able to deliver on 

the spot fines to dog fouling- you’ve got to catch them in the act! 

• Thought these were already previously in place.  A good Dog owner picks up their poo 

and carries bags with them unfortunately some pick it up but throw the bags down 

elsewhere. I can’t help but wonder who will police this and I think it’s something that 

will never be stopped. 

• As a dog owner I feel even more let down when I see the volume of dog faeces left on 

the ground in and around Sutton Bridge. I rarely witness a dog owner failing to pick up, 

so I can only assume they are transgressing during the hours of darkness. How this 

can be mitigated is a difficult question to answer, unless the council install CCTV on 

every other lamp post. More radical ideas would include a DNA database and test and 

trace. But alas, if the police struggle to combat more serious crime, they are not going 

to be too successful chasing serial pavement fouling. 

• Also make it an offence not to pick up after their dogs when they poo on public 

footpaths and grass verges in country lanes.  Do not allow dogs in cemeteries. Council 

need to install more dog poo bins and empty them more frequently. 

• Responsible dog owners will always clean up after their dog(s), it is the minority who 

are causing this problem. I live in a property along Helmer Gate with a frontage of 

grass between hedge and pavement - this land is included in the boundary of our 

property and we are therefore responsible for cutting of the grass. One particular dog 

owner (large dog) does not clean up and leaves the pile of poo for us to ‘discover’ 

hopefully before the mower runs over it!  Personally I would welcome any new 

laws/fines to deter those who deliberately turn the other away when their dog is 
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fouling. I do however feel this would be extremely difficult to police! I previously owned 

dogs and would never leave home without taking the means to clean up as necessary. 

• I thought it was already the law to pick up poo. Also a fine if you didn't. Always carry 

bags, not just 1 but spares. There is a problem with poo but not just dogs! 

• Brilliant proposals, fully support this action as a dog owner myself. My only request is 

that there should be somewhere clear and easy to report those who repeatedly fail to 

clear up after their dogs. 

• I agree with all 3 BUT what is more important is to have dogs in leads whilst in public 

areas to avoid dog attacks on other dogs & most of all on children & adults. What 

about having a controlled area where people could actually walk their dogs safely, or a 

controlled closed in area where people could let their dogs off lead for a certain time. 

Rotation type of scheme, people could book slots online and it could get locked up at 

night after a certain time so it’s maintained. 

• You aren’t controlling kids abusing playgrounds or stopping them from damaging 

them. Enforce the rules you before making new ones ! 

• The demand to produce poo bags and the issuance of a fine for not doing so is clearly 

contrary to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act because it amounts to a physical 

search of a person. Only police officers and PCSOs have powers to conduct searches 

and can only do so in specific circumstances and they certainly do not have powers to 

search for poo bags.  Other forms of hobby bobby will likewise be acting contrary to 

law. In case of doubt, no council has power to legislate in such a way to criminalise 

acts which are not a crime.  Councils must stop this and you must act to stop them. In 

the meantime, all dog owners must always pick up and stay away from children’s play 

areas. 

• I suggest you put signage up and not just in English.   More bins and empty them 

more often please.   The bigger problem is how on earth will this be policed? 

• I thought this order was already in place.  1 Make sure there are enough poo bins and 

that these poo bins are emptied regularly. Our closest bin gets used but is often full 

and people chuck the bags on the floor around it.  2 I have witnessed some dog 

owners, pick up a stick and flick the poo into a hedge, river, dyke or off the footpath 

rather than pick it up.  3 Bin it! Some people carry the bags, pick up the poo but don’t 

seem to be able to carry it to the nearest bin. I often have to retrieve full bags out of 

our hedge as people are too lazy to carry home or look for a bin. 4 Vernatts needs 

more bins as this is one of the areas where I see most poo and chucked bags.  5 If 

there are areas which are a problem, have people checking that people have bags 

and if they don’t, give them some bags. Eventually people will get the message and 

spot checks can then be carried out. We stopped somewhere in Wales and we 

greeted by a volunteer who explained the rules as it has been a problem there and 

gave us some free bags and explained where the bins were. 

• For some people, dogs are part of our family, and not just a statement.  It is becoming 

more and more difficult to find places to go that accept dogs.  Banning them from more 

places is not the answer.  People need to be made responsible for their dogs, children 

and them selves. I am sick of seeing people not picking up after their dogs.. As a 

nation we have become extremely lazy.  I am all for the proposals for making life 

better for everyone, people should always have means to pick up after a dog on them 
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when out with it. I'm just unsure on the implications of policing this when our police 

force are stretched beyond their limits!! 

• We definitely agree that it is about time that some legislation was administered to stop 

owners allowing their dogs to foul wherever and not pick up!  Is it possible to some 

signage to display to remind dog owners about this on open grass areas close to 

housing estates? 

• How will this be policed? 

• I see many children walking dog's without an adult. A child cannot control a dog and I 

feel this shouldn't be allocated. I also don't think people with mobility issues who use a 

scooter should be in control of a dog either. How do those people pick up dog mess 

when they cannot get out of the scooter/wheelchair?  If you cannot look after, be 

responsible for a dog and pick up its mess then you shouldn't have one. 

• Dogs should not be in the same space as playing children.  It’s dangerous and 

unhygienic. 

• It must be made very clear that ONLY a clearly authorised person may approach a 

dog owner to show evidence of compliance to the regulations. 

• I think this is long overdue, I just hope it comes to fruition. I'm sick of having to avoid 

dog meds when I am out walking 

• I believe we need to mindful that on occasion someone may find themselves in a 

situation that perhaps the dog has had an illness and therefore has had more toileting 

incidents on a walk than anticipated. In some areas we offer stations with accessibility 

to bags which may be an option to ensure in emergencies there are places to get bags 

but of course this may be open to misuse by the public. 

• I do wonder how this would be enforced as there are already fines for dog fouling and 

it makes no difference. 

• I don't  have  a  dog myself  but look after  my granddaughter's 2 days a week and pick 

up after them  but it is disgusting  the  amount  of  people  that  don't or if they  do  

some of them  chuck the  bag on  the side they  should  make it a great  big fine if 

caught 

• I use the west pinchbeck playing fields to exercise labrador. she is very well trained 

with 100% recall whistle trained. I watch where she poos and always pick up. I would 

not be happy if I couldn’t use the playing field. a bigger problem than the dog poo is 

that parents leave nappies/litter on the ground at the field and also the bins there are 

not usually emptied so spill over causing mess and also rats 

• You need to ensure any stop and search is lawful. You need to ensure the people are 

fully DBS checked as children walk dogs too. You can’t just limit this to dogs. If you’re 

going to do this then it needs to include cats. If you can’t monitor cats then you cannot 

discriminate against dog owners so it won’t work. You have you use honest people not 

the cowboys who you use who falsely accuse people just to meet their fines target. Try 

paying people to coach the streets of all rubbish instead of squandering thousands on 

a rogue company that should be shut down. 

• Can more be done regarding patrols in parks to make sure dogs are on leads , in Long 

Sutton for instance dogs are frequently off leads and this can develop into unpleasant 

confrontations. 

• I am a dog owner and I always ensure I have a poo bag or 2 with me, however, how 

will this be policed?   When I’m walking my dogs, I don’t see the culprits, but the brown 
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piles are all over the place and so many on the paths - I just don’t understand how 

owners don’t see their dogs doing the business.    "Do you agree with the proposal 

that it should be an offence if someone in control of a dog does not carry suitable 

means to pick up dog faeces?" is misleading as many owners are not in control of their 

dogs so could get away with a technicality 

• If all owners of dogs behaved in a conscientious and public-awareness manner, there 

would be no need for dogs to be excluded from any children play area.  I have a pet 

dog and NEVER take her out without ensuring that I .have suitable means (poo bags) 

to collect her faeces.  I think it should be an offence not to pick up. 

• Also dogs to be kept on leads 

• Ensure dog owners not only lick up but also take it home with the and not leave the 

bags in trees or near seats for others to clear up. 

• I agree not clearing up after a dog and noy being in possession of poo bags an 

offence. However, I disagree with dogs in enclosed play parks. Its nice to go as a 

family including the children and dogs. There isn’t many safe enclosed places for both 

round here and that will be limiting even more. I also recommend dog bag stations (I 

know trialled previously) as often we can run out of bags on a walk. 

• Agree with all you are trying to do, but then you will get dog owners carrying a poop 

bag in order not to get fined BUT maybe won’t use it!  We have also noted dog owners 

dispose of the bag in hedges and dykes.  Would a photo suffice and lead to 

prosecution? 

• It would make me feel much safer if people had better control over their dogs in public 

in general, often have dogs off leads, barking and jumping up. Better education 

needed. 

• Too much mess on streets and in parks. It’s selfish and disgusting.. More dog waste 

bins are also needed and should be emptied more often. Too many dogs off leads in 

public parks also. This should also be banned. 

• This consultation is a complete waste of time! Of course all of the proposals should be 

put in place! If anyone objects to any of the proposals they will form an almost 

negligible percentage of the population and of those who bother to respond to this. 

Just get it done and stop wasting taxpayers' money on this sort of 'box-ticking' 

exercise. 

• I agree that all dog owners should be responsible and pick up their dogs mess. We do 

and also pick up any other we see.  I know there are odd occasions where fouling 

occurs but I don't think it is a major problem in the areas where I live and visit. I don't 

have knowledge of the whole of the SHDC area to comment more widely. I have 

answered the way I have as the term "any publicly accessible land" is too wide, and 

needs clarification. For instance, would out on the Wash sea bank fall into that 

definition? If the dog is off the lead and down the bank onto the marshland in the long 

grass, it's almost impossible to safely and accurately locate where they have been. I'm 

not sure making it an offence is the right option as it will be impossible to police as 

people walk their dogs all hours of the day and night.  I've been a local Womble 

clearing litter and all sorts of fly tipped items. The bigger issue for me is the disposal of 

the waste, with a woefully inadequate number of bins that are emptied infrequently. 

Also, dog owners who bag up the mess and toss the pooh bag into the bushes, 

preserving it for months and causing an issue for wildlife as well as the public. 
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• WRT question 3, I don't think this can be enforced fairly. How would a warden know if 

a dog owner had not already used a bag during the walk and is confident their dog will 

not defecate again? Admittedly a dog walker should take more than one bag, but if 

they do only bring one for whatever reason and then use it, it is terribly unfair to then 

fine them. Also, if charged with not having a bag, this would be an avenue of appeal 

regardless of what the council think. 

• Dogs should be under control in all public areas and that means on a lead, and if you 

have a troublesome dog then muzzle it. Not sure how the proposal to fine owners 

without a means of picking the dog poo up would work as they might have already 

used all their bags up, and the dog has done all its poos. 

• I think that if there is some land, such as a hedgerow or treeline where the poo can be 

flicked and is inaccessible for people, this is preferable to putting even more plastic 

waste (bags) into landfill. 

• It doesn't go far enough, why only children's play areas, it should be all areas where 

public access for recreational purposes such as sports fields, parks, woodland walks. 

How is this going to be policed, good luck with instant fines of most inconsiderate dog 

owners, they'll tell you where to go and offer violence if you insist. 

• To make it an ‘offence’ can, and has, created council staff to assume they have more 

power than the law.   I don’t own a dog, but believe assisting, helping and offering 

guidance puts the council in a better light. A ‘fine’ is perceived as a money making 

scheme and does not help the cause. 

• If the measures are not enforced this will be a waste of effort.  Like anything threats of 

fines without enforcement are useless. 

• When I have my dog with me I always have at least two bags with me, just in case of 

accidents with two further bags in the car as back up. I always clear up even when 

walking on farmland, with of course, the farmers permission. 

• A good idea however as with any new rules how will the enforcement be implemented, 

because the PSPO would not only have to identify the dog and owner and be able to 

demand that persons name and address for the FPN to be administered and if the dog 

owner refuses to comply what then. Bearing in mind the PSPO would not be dealing 

with responsible dog owners , so I see a major problem, plus the PSPO would have no 

powers to detain or demand details of the individual, so where would that leave the 

new rules. 

• Dogs should also have to be kept on a lead when in public areas 

• Very good ideas, but probably difficult to enforce. 

• This will be very difficult to enforce and not cost effective. It is again down to the 

behaviours of the dog owners. It is likely that the welfare of the dogs will be put at risk 

as owners take any fines out on them. Look to educate owners and ensure there are 

plenty of poo bins, emptied regularly and areas for dogs to roam and get the exercise 

they need. There are no bad dogs just bad owners. 

• This should apply to places like parks, residential areas, and public spaces like 

cemeteries. 

• Yes, we walk our dog through our village, and always carry poo bags with us . There is 

always dog poo along the way. We walk along some minor paths and people seem to 

disregard clearing up their dog poo. However, on some of our walks, we are having to 
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step aside for the amount of horse poo on the paths and walkways. Surely  any animal 

poo is out of order. 

• Needs to be enforced across the district. Liaise with councillors to identify dog walking 

routes and hotspots in all villages. 

• I’d fine double if they’re in a children’s playgrounds, this is a more serious issue. 

• A wide ban on dogs in children’s play areas is extreme. Consider a family dog who a 

child loves dearly, and they play together, consider a parent walking dog and has 

child, they would not be able to supervise child in the play area as they would need to 

be attending to dog. The dog fouling is the big issue. Don't try and protect children 

from animals, for every occasional accident, you are removing bonding, fun, family joy 

times for every family that has dogs and children. 

• Provision and replacement of damaged/vandalised dog poo bins will be essential in 

enforcement - not everybody wants to carry their pet waste (I have a dicky bag to carry 

on long walks), so provision of bins is essential - it should also be made more public 

that any waste bin can be used for dog waste in a sealed/tied bag and not just a dog 

poo bin.  Will there also be a Council reporting line for dog poo when left so that it can 

be cleaned up as a priority.. I’ve seen other councils adopt a path painting scheme 

(degradable paint spray) when poo has been found, so it highlights problem areas for 

greater enforcement activity and highlights the extent of the issue to prick the 

conscience of offending pet owners!  Could the council also consider giving long 

handled poo pickers to disabled/less able bodied dog owners to help them clean up 

after their dogs? 

• People around Aintree Drive PE11 let their dogs roam onto people’s driveways and 

lawns fowling and don’t bother picking up their mess. I have been complaining for 

years. Never get any response from SHDC. 

• In regards to carrying a poo bag. Most dogs only go to the toilet once on a walk. If you 

only have 1 poo bag left and you pick up your dogs poo and then put it in a bin, you 

won't be able to show that you had one and it's been used. 

• I always take poo bags but have had the wind blow them out of my hands and also 

occasions where despite taking many out with me my dog decided to do  lot of poops 

or runny ones where I needed a lot more than I carried. I always return and clear up if I 

run out  I therefore do not think that not having poop bags on you should be an 

offence….also what if you were stopped on route home after you’d used them so 

didn’t have more on you at point of being stopped? I don’t think that should be an 

offence…I agree you should always pick up after your dog but some flexibility is 

needed… 

• Unless there are very strict tight guidance for person enforcing the legislation at street 

level this will be another piece of legislation used to give operatives targets so will be 

used indiscriminately. 

• You need to be able to enforce this ... without enforcement it's a waste of time and 

money 

• No dogs to be off a lead in children’s parks, owners exercise their dogs and use the 

village play park as a toilet for their pets  , I am a dog owner myself but find this 

unacceptable! There are plenty of alternative areas to exercise dogs. 

• No, dog owners must pick up after their dogs. 
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• This is all fine and well. But will there be a person employed to police this? Otherwise 

it’s just a waste of time and no one will pay any attention, unless there’s someone 

actually on foot doing something about it.   I don’t think you can fine someone for not 

carrying a bag, as I myself, a responsible dog owner, has accidentally forgotten bags 

before. Or only had 2 abs found myself needing more. Or there should be some sort of 

‘3 strikes’ rule to apply to give people the benefit of the doubt on the first occasion. 

• Ensure policing of proposed rules 

• Make sure there is something that you can actually do to stop it. At he moment the 

cctv isn’t good enough and there’s not enough pcsos’ or people to stop it 

• There are now hundreds of dogs in Spalding, and there is still no areas specifically for 

dog owners to take their dogs and let them run free. Dogs need to socialise. I am 

disabled and use a wheelchair to take my dogs out for a walk. I try and find 

somewhere quiet where they can have a free run around away from traffic. We have a 

large children’s play park near where we live, I believe it could be fenced up so that 

people could let their dogs run free without any danger to children or adults. It just 

takes someone to use their brains. Also we need far more bins for dog poo. Around 

where I live they are always overflowing with general rubbish making it more difficult to 

dispose of. 

• Muzzle all dogs in public areas they cannot attack other dogs or people 

• I have put no to 2 and 3 as what defines public accessible land, anywhere not fenced 

off ? down a country lane  for instance ? Of course doing it on a public highway or 

especially on a pavement you must pick up.   On occasion you can run out of poo 

bags if your dog goes four times and you only have three bags with you which is 

normally enough. I also think asking someone walking along the road to turn out their 

pockets is too much like a police state. 

• Also dogs should be on lead in public areas. So many out of control locally around 

kids, cats and other dogs 

• It is already a offence not to pick up,   SHDC need to make sure dog bins are empty 

as within Quadring there are issues of bins not being emptied.   Dogs not on leads on 

public footpaths and going on to agricultural land is also a issue. Once a dog goes on 

that land it is then not public space and does not require picking up mess.   This needs 

to be addressed.  But that is more of a government requirement rather than a SHDC 

issue 

• Re-Introduce dog licenses. How are you going to impose these fines? How are you 

going to pursue a fixed penalty notice if it goes unpaid. These are questions I and 

many others would like addressed. If you impose these PCSO's then you need to 

uphold them. 

• Yes, I agree that everyone deserves a second chance, especially for minor infractions. 

Implementing a warning system or offering education on responsible dog ownership 

before imposing a fine could be a more balanced approach. This way, genuine 

mistakes are handled with leniency, while repeat offenders still face consequences. It 

promotes fairness while maintaining accountability.     £100 seems too high for the 

Fixed Penalty Notice, it could be seen as excessive for minor infractions, especially for 

first-time or responsible dog owners who make a mistake. On the other hand, 

penalties need to be substantial enough to deter repeat offenses and ensure 
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compliance. A balance, such as warnings for first offenses or a tiered fine system, 

might be fairer. 

• I think what you are planning is quite adequate and should hopefully work well. You 

might add additional restrictions on dogs in public places, e.g. centre of Spalding, 

Holbeach, Sutton Bridge etc that they should always be held on a lead etc. 

• I am a dog owner and the worse thing we see is the number of people who put their 

dog faeces in a bag and then leave the bag on the road so that cars run over them or 

hang the bags in bushes.   It is also important that sufficient bins are made available 

and that those bins are emptied regularly.  Given the budget restraints the Council 

continually faces I doubt that there will be enough funds to employ suitable personnel 

to enforce any control measures. 

• Fed up of picking up after my own dog whilst surrounded by everyone else’s dog 

mess. 

• People walk with children and their dog to play areas. Dogs should be kept on a lead 

and not allowed to chase. 

• Add more bins that dog owners can use to dispose the dog waste more easily. You 

cannot impose new rules without making things easier to comply with. The Council is 

will known for setting residents up to fail to make more money out of us in finds! 

• Those that don't clean up after their dogs should be fined £1,000, but how to catch bad 

owners, in the act. Will you rely on the general public taking photos of the guilty 

owners and sending them in? Walking along some paths in Long Sutton are 

disgusting, but it is not only Long Sutton, it's everywhere. We had dogs, but always 

used bags and dog bins. It is totally bad behaviour of the owners not to pick up,  and 

they don't care. 

• Provide more waste bins for dog waste, might cause less of an issue 

• I own 4 dogs have had more in the past and totally believe as an owner it is our duty 

and responsibility  to always clear up after our dogs and to also make sure the dogs 

never foul in peoples drive ways or front lawns. I live in a more rural part but will still 

always pick up after my dogs whether it is a pavement, path, walkway or river bank. 

• There should be more bins available for dog faeces. 

• The wide definition of a public space as where public have access is too wide and is 

an example of lazy legislation. Pavements in towns & villages, playing fields & play 

areas are all that are necessary. There is no problem arising from dogs defaecating off 

of the side footpaths in rural areas as the matter will quickly breakdown. These are 

areas where “stick & flick” may be employed.  Are the Council going to install (& 

empty) sufficient waste bins to prevent poo bags overflowing or left hanging from 

trees? In Whaplode there are insufficient bins and the ones there are often not empty 

& left overflowing. 

• On the whole I find people make much more mess and disturbance the dogs, do we 

really need anymore big brother rules imposed on us! 

• I would like to see this enforced, but how, by whom? Not an easy one to sort. 

• What ever next from the worst run council in the country. We pay over £300 yes I did 

say over £300 a month. All we get begrudgingly is our rubbish collected!. Try and ring 

the council no one in the queue but at least 20 mins before a rude…mostly ..person 

answers… Now they have a service level agreement so will take 10 working days to 

reply… apparently savings have been made hiving off the council offices to job centre 
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plus but where are my savings… Now picking on dog owners…..get a grip of the street 

drinkers, drug addicts outside Boots…kick out all the dingy vermin which are 

appearing all over town….. simply dumping everything in the streets, urinating and 

worse…simply broken Britain!…..which is now going to get dramatically worse…under 

Labour… 

• As a responsible dog owner myself I am disgusted with the amount of faeces left lying 

around and something should be done. I even caught someone allowing their large 

dog to poo on my front lawn. I told the owner to pick it up and they laughed at me and 

walked off! Disgusting behaviour!  I would have no objection to being asked to show 

poo bags when walking my dog - no responsible owner would! Those who are allowing 

dogs to foul and leaving it without any attempt to pick up should be fined. 

• Hold to account those with ‘reactive’ dogs in public places AND Also those that allow 

dogs to constantly bark, in gardens, when shut in especially when owners are away 

from home, and at night. 

• Owners should also be banned from taking their dogs (except guide dogs) into shops, 

except pubs and garden centres. 

• seems completely over the top with no real problem , how will you enforce this 

proposal? 

• Whilst I (a responsible dog owner) agree with each point I think it a waste of council 

time effort and money to even consider this. Great in principle but in practice ? 

Consider the abuse that police get from antisocial behaviour offenders and transcribe 

that to your “authorised persons” - Good Luck with that. 

• The council needs to provide more dog bins. They need to be emptied more 

frequently. In Sutton Bridge the bins are often overflowing. 

• I agree that dogs should be excluded from enclosed dog areas however there isn’t 

enough green space to let your dogs off freely.  Most parks around the villages have 

wasted green space that could be used for dog walkers to let their dogs off lead and 

have a good run and play. 

• Well controlled dogs and responsible owners should be allowed everywhere - the 

issue is irresponsible owners who believe that they do not need to have control of their 

dog and have no regard for the public around them. Families with dogs should be able 

to enjoy the park together without having to leave dogs tied up outside the gates. If 

these dogs cause a nuisance whilst in the park, the owners should be held responsible 

but there is no reason why a well behaved dog and it's family cannot enjoy the same 

space.   Mandatory licenses for dog owners would be more effective - like a driving 

license - once they have attended accredited training classes and passed to a certain 

standard only then should they be deemed responsible and allowed to keep the dog 

and take it out in public. 

• While I feel exercising dogs should not happen in children’s play areas, there are 

many families who do take their dog for a walk and stop at the play areas for the 

children to play. Maybe dogs should be on lead in play areas and supervised at all 

times. A blanket ban is not fair on people who don’t ruin it for everyone else. 

• You also need to tackle off lead dogs in areas they should not be off lead! 

• Thought dogs were allowed in children’s play areas already. Yes agree with all 

proposals but then need more dog poo bins as not enough around if council want dog 
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poo in a separate bins as to rubbish. Do not see how though you can stop the people 

who do not pick up after their dogs. Or carry dog poo bags .. 

• Why waste money making these things an offence when there’s no one to enforce 

them? I’d rather dog bins and bags be made available 

• I think it should also be law that homeless people who use the streets as toilets should 

also be offence. Don't just pick on dog owners. I would not be happy being ask if I 

have poo bags! If I am walking my dog I don't think it is right for someone to come up 

to me and start asking me questions. 

• More dog waste bins are required across the whole of the district. No good putting 

them just in the towns like Spalding, Holbeach and Crowland. They need to be in the 

villages as well. You need to ensure online easy access reporting methods are set up 

so residents can make you aware of dog fowling issues. Also your enforcement 

officers need to be district wide to enforce such incidents which occur. 

• Poo bins need emptying more often especially in pinchbeck as they are often 

overflowing and bags before left around bins especially at flacmill bridge and junction 

of crossgate lane and flaxmill 

• I also believe that dogs should be kept on a leash in public areas, such as playing 

fields and parks.  There have been many reports on social media of dogs running 

loose and attacking people, children and other dogs that are being walked on a leash.  

This really should be considered as part of the PSPO 

• Great idea but you won’t have the personnel to enforce the measures. 

• As long as the requirements to carry poo bags and always clean up after your dog are 

adhered to then I see no need for them to be excluded from play areas. The same 

focus should also be applied to people littering and leaving broken glass and other 

such debris on pavements and in public spaces 

• Many people have children and dogs so as long as they pick up poo that's fine. So 

much about dog poo what about all the human poo not being picked up! They don't get 

fined do they. Lots up the river banks and in town etc. 

• Council to react promptly to any and all observations by residents, to issue warnings to 

dog owners if photographic evidence is provided and also prosecute on a totting up 

scheme of warnings, after all enforcement officers will never catch people out in the 

villages. 

• This should be normal for any responsible dog owner, it's not rocket science. 

• I am a dog owner but feel that all dogs should be on a lead in public , am nervous to 

walk my own dog when confronted by loose dogs supposing to be "friendly". 

• As a dog owner I fully agree and already comply with all of the above points. However, 

there is a huge problem with a lack of dog poo bins!! This results in plastic poo bags 

and their contents being left or thrown by owners. This should also be an offence 

punishable by fine. And, the council MUST put more bins on place!! 

• The bag issue what if I’ve used my bags will I have to carry them home to prove I've 

used them needs a bit more thought 

• Why only "enclosed" children's play areas? I have for years been asking for SHDC to 

control dogs on Chiltern Drive Playing Field, which has some play equipment. 

However some of the fencing was removed and it is not now enclosed. There are 

other play areas within South Holland that are similar. Dogs and dog fouling has been 

an on going problem at Chiltern Drive but I had a letter from SHDC recently (from 
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someone who visited once!) that fouling and dogs were not a problem there and 

anyway SHDC could not could not enforce their own rules of NO dogs on the field. I 

have actually been attacked by dogs on Chiltern Drive Playing field, reported to the 

police, and I needed to attend hospital. Who is actually going to enforce the rules? The 

present community wardens? From what I've not seen of them they don't do very 

much to help with ASB in the district. Which I've reported numerous times but seen no 

action, despite promises made. SHDC are obviously going to have to employ more 

and give them some teeth to do the job properly but I doubt there is/will be any budget 

for such. 

• As a responsible owner of 2 dogs, I strongly agree with these proposals. The problem 

is that, while a majority of dog owners already comply with them, you will need a lot 

more wardens or surveillance to police the area. How, exactly, do you plan to monitor 

dog walkers & identify the antisocial culprits? 

• At very least they should be kept on a lead at all times. I encourage you to go to the 

Snowden and assess how many dogs are actually on a lead. It’s not nice to be 

constantly on edge because to want to enjoy the open space but worrying about 

others people’s dogs around your children. You always get the ‘they wouldn’t harm 

them’ but one, what gives them the right to assess that, 2 there is always a 1st time 

and 3, all involved should not have to worry due to dog walkers being irresponsible. 

• I myself am not a dog owner but I do walk my daughters dog and I have noticed a lot 

of fouling on grass verges and public footpaths the worst being outside of schools and 

nursery schools. Dog owners should be made to clean up after their animals. 

• About time this problem was taken seriously 

• I totally Agree that owners should not be allowed in child areas with dogs. I agree in 

parks they should pick up. Fining ppl who haven’t got a poo bag is beyond 

unbelievable. With the best will in the world you can forget to carry some. And HOW 

are you going to police it. Where are your poo bins going to be situated? And how 

often will they be emptied? Most responsible dog owners do pick up. So once again no 

doubt they will be the ones you penalise. 

• There should also be  restrictions for dogs on, leads and especially those extendable 

leads where dogs can be anywhere and owners oblivious to dangers 

• Dogs should be allowed in play area but owners must clean up after their dogs. 

• If you have picked up your dogs faeces, using the bags you have, how would it ethical 

to prosecute someone for not having bags with them. 

• Why are horses not included in this? I have had far more horse excrement outside my 

house than I have had dog excrement! 

• How many bags would you have to carry? What if you are down to your last one, use it 

and then you are stopped later and have no bag on you? Would you be prosecuted? 

• Another problem is that people , after picking up their dog poo in a bag ,then throw the 

bag and its contents into hedgerows or into ditches!!! 

• Something needs to be done and I totally agree with what you plan to do. The area at 

Wygate is terrible, so much dog poo lying about. You have to watch where you walk 

and where your dog goes. Another complaint is that too many dogs are not on leads. 

Excuses are they are friendly. I don’t know that and neither does my dog.  People 

these days are just too lazy. 
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• This has been needed for a while now. It is making going for a walk a nightmare 

dodging dog poo and having dogs completely out of control menacing you. 

• It does not address the issue of dog control in public places. There are certain owners 

in this village who simply will not walk their dogs on a lead . I am a huge dog lover and 

am currently on my 5th dog but there are many areas in the village where I do not feel 

safe with my dog due to large dogs being walked off lead and certain groups of people 

who allow their dogs to roam freely over a large area .I am not alone in being fearful in 

certain areas .  Please reinforce  and publicise the requirement for dogs to be kept on 

a lead in residential areas . 

• Would the council consider providing some poo bags in public green areas alongside 

poo bins. This was my experience in areas under Sevenoaks council and it worked 

well. 

• More waste bins should be placed where the majority of dog walkers walk and they 

should be emptied more frequently instead of letting them become full and spilling 

over. 

• There needs to be better provision of waste bins (and these need emptying regularly).  

“Authorised Officer” needs to be clearly defined and made public.  It also needs to be 

understood that should a dog have a very loose movement, it is not always possible to 

pick this up. 

• As a responsible dog owner with my 2 year old son I feel this is already in place.  My 

dog is allowed in no parks and dog poo is not a big issue where I live 

• One comment to make..................I am a dog owner but think that there are not 

enough dog poop bins in the area where I live (Sutton Bridge). 

• As a dog owner and walker. The main area of concern to me is isolated areas. Quiet 

roads. One way lanes . These appear to be the areas that people leave dog faeces . 

(Cherry Tree lane in Holbeach is bad.) 

• There are many responsible dog owners, but quite a few very irresponsible ones too. 

Also the enforcing of dog on a lead should be addressed due to the many stories of 

large dogs attacking small dogs when out in public. 

• Too many dogs not on leads. Owners sometimes cannot recall their dogs. Some areas 

in Spalding have notices that dogs be kept on leads, none in the newer estates. 

• no 

• We live in Tydd st Mary , and we are fortunate to have an enclosed dog area in the 

Glebe playing field. We cannot believe that people use this area and let their dogs fowl 

and do not pick it up and dispose in bin and poo are bags provided. We collect up to 

15 dog faeces every day. Time the council took action and fine people. 

• I’m a dog owner and get angry by people not picking up their dog poo. I once drove 

back to a poo my dog left, as I forgot to take a bag!! 

• how would this be enforced/control in rural areas though 

• Woe betide any officious council officer who tries to interrogate me. 

• I am a dog owner and walk twice every day.  It is horrific the amount of dog faeces that 

are just left. 

• Sure we all want to do the right thing and clear up after our dogs but trying to 

implement chargeable offences will end up just like the cigarette butt farce where you 

have privately employed flunkies hanging around trying to sting people for leaving a 

tiny butt on the ground. These companies are motivated by greed as they get a good 
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percentage of every fine recovered and it achieves nothing. Look at the constant 

broken bottles and other mess after a busy weekend in Monks House park, there is no 

one there trying to encourage people to use the bins and this is far more of a danger 

to dogs and kids than the supposed issue. Also anyone  trying to demand that we 

have proof of carrying poop bags has no legal right to do this,  and I will certainly be 

quick to point this out to any little Hitlers trying to intimidate me. If you have to try to 

implement anything by force it means people will resent it, encouragement to do the 

right thing is a better way to get people on board. I'm a pretty honest person but like 

most have a real problem with authoritarianism. 

• I believe fouling should be an offence, but not failing to carry a bag. This would risk 

punishing someone who has already cleaned up after their dog, and so would be 

counterproductive. 

• Dogs must be on a lead and if the dog can bite use a muzzle. I fear for my children. 

• Dogs off lead also needs looking at. A dog can foul and the owners not see it. Also 

they can be uncontrollable causing other issues 

• Controlled dogs should be allowed off lead in park  as need a run and few places to 

take them other than local park ,or fence off adequate area  for them to run . Dog 

owners victimised 

• I do agree with all the above,  however, we are talking of a minority of irresponsible 

dog owners.  I am a responsible dog owner whom always carries and clears up after 

my dog also other dogs when it has been left. 

• Dogs should be kept on leads when in public areas, then owners will know what their 

dogs are up to 

• I hope the fine is big enough  to make them think  twice about  not doing  it 

• Dog should be kept on leads in parks. Not to run free. Fleet hargate park is worse for 

this dog owners let dogs run free and have no respect for other people using park. 

• Surprised that the above proposals are not already in place! 

• Most of these questions are just plain dumb of course we will agree to them all but 

who dreamt up the idea of having the poo police checking people's pockets for poo 

bags, it's a really dumb idea how will it be policed? You obviously have too much 

money to waste on unachievable Pollyanna ideology. 

• dog bag rolls sometimes run out unexpectedly and occasionally dogs with an unknown 

tummy upset need more bags than owner prepared for! there may therefore be 

occasions when someone does not have a spare bag when asked. they could be 

offered a bag if necessary. 

• Area also need to be set aside for dogs to be able to go off lead, the owners must still 

clean up and be responsible but cant just ignore dog owners. 

• More families have Dogs now and are treated as part of a family.  Why should they be 

excluded from play areas etc when actually it's the owners that are at fault not the poor 

Dogs!  Normally a family with a Dog would be attending a play area with their children, 

so you would be excluding a child from a play area if their Dog is not allowed in. 

• There should also be an offence for people who let their dogs just stand outside and 

bark endlessly Albert Street for one. Also some places for adults to walk where there 

are no dogs, always have to look down. They seem to think the green space in Maple 

Grove put there for their dogs to go on. 
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• if someone did NOT carry a dog poo bag and was prepared to pick up poo in their 

bare hands then the fine should NOT be enforceable 

• Being a responsible dog owner. I would quite happily tell another dog owner to pick up 

their dogs poo.   I believe that all dogs should be on leads unless it’s a controlled 

space for dogs. The reasons for this is to keep everybody safe including dogs and 

people.   I was on a walk the other day with my wife and new lab puppy and we came 

across another dog owner who in the distance was picking up poo with a bag and then 

threw the poo while keeping the bag on her hand into a overgrown bit of land. Then 

shouted that her dog’s ok off lead and her dog then bit our dog and then she tried to 

make all excuses for it. If her dog had been kept on a lead then this would not have 

happened. It’s unfair on the dog because if something had happened or my dog was 

reactive and injured her dog then my dog could have had to be put to sleep, but what if 

that was a child? Everyone rages on about pit bulls being aggressive but really we 

should look at the owners of dogs and maybe give them formal training on what is 

needed to be a dog owner. 

• Don’t punish the responsible dog owners because of the few inconsiderate persons 

who let their dogs foul and don’t pick up. I don’t think this is the biggest problem you 

have in this town, the litter is terrible, drinkers, drug taking, and selling, go to the crown 

jewel of Spalding Ayscoughfee sit for a while and watch the anti social behaviour and 

drug taking, where are the wardens and security you never see them. Now you want 

to control dog owners, without proper patrols you are fighting a loosing battle. 

• Myself and my wife regularly walk on the canal paths between Spalding and 

Springfield. The amount of dog fouling on both sides of the river is absolutely 

disgusting. There is no evidence whatsoever of any sort of enforcement with dog 

owners allowing their dogs to foul everywhere. Given the volume I would also guess 

that the owners actually picking up after their dogs are the minority. Why we need a 

consultation on this beggars belief, just take a walk anywhere in Spalding and you'll 

see ample evidence of what I have described. 

• I am a multi dog owner and fully support these proposals. There are far too many 

instances of dog fouling and irresponsible owners just leaving it even though where I 

live, appropriate dog waste bins have been provided. My one concern however would 

be the SHDC willingness and ability to enforce the new regulations. Current 

regulations about stray dogs are being ignored and we have a problem in my village of 

dogs wandering around with no owner and coming onto private property. 

• I believe dogs should be excluded from all children play areas whether enclosed or 

not.  The play area near us is not enclosed and some dog owners let their dogs on the 

climbing equipment, and the dog mess is just left between pieces of play equipment.  

Even when owners clear the mess up, some remains in the grass. We live in a rural 

area where everyone has a garden but still people loiter on the corner near us, until 

the dog does its business, then pick it up with tissues/leaves and put it into a bin that is 

just a litter bin. Not pleasant for us who live near it or the poor bin men who have to 

empty it, especially when it has been raining, or is stuck in the bottom of it.  Maybe you 

could also educate dog owners that they should double bag mess that goes into non 

dog bins, for the sake of everyone. Maybe they could take it home with them, or use 

their own gardens.  I am not a dog hater, I just think owners should be responsible for 

their pets. 
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• It really annoys me when I am walking my dog and come across dog poo not cleaned 

up, I’ve even seen used poo bags left in the grass next to pavement where owners 

think it’s good enough to put it in a bag and leave it, this is less than 100mtrs from a 

bin. 

• Please provide more dog poo bins. Fed up of seeing poo bags hang from trees 

• I don't think it's fair to ask to provide evidence of carrying poo bags as there may be 

times that you have used all you have with you and thrown them in an appropriate bin.   

There also needs to be plenty of poo bins available to stop people throwing the poo in 

bags into bushes, livestock fields or leaving in the road. Adding to the littering problem 

in this area (Gedney Hill.)  In some Essex locations the council provide an accessible 

box of dog poo bags for free use by the public in parks. 

• Also owners who allow their dogs to roam free in communities to be fined if their dogs 

foul on private property and/or attack other dogs/ other dog owners 

• Consider having secure fields where dogs can exercise. Provide more waste disposal 

bins and empty them regularly. 

• All dogs should be kept on leads 

• Where ever my dogs foul I always clear up the poo. On the hole most people do. If you 

expect dogs to be kept out of children's play areas then the areas must be enclosed. 

Children need a safe place to play and dog owners need suitable  areas for exercising 

their dogs. 

• Children should be able to play freely without the fear of being chased or barked at by 

dogs within play areas, or the fear of stepping or rolling in dog poo. They also urinate 

up against the play equipment and in sand pits etc. we should also all be able to walk 

freely without the fear and absolute disgust of stepping in dog poo or have to avoid the 

discarded dog poo filled bags owners don’t take home. 

• I consider we are responsible dog owners. We support the proposals but only if 100% 

policing of the rules are carried out over the entire SHDC area continuously. Reason 

any slippage of enforcement will be a signal that owners can return to their old ways 

and it will all be a costly affair of nothing gained. 

• I think that the fine is too low 

• I have an issues with monetary fines. It is more effective and more likely to change 

behaviour, if the penalty is that the individual must accompany a council official on dog 

fouling clearing. If you fine someone who hasn’t got the funds or refuses to pay, the 

fine won’t be paid, Council funds will be wasted on chasing people for payment and 

those on lower incomes are disproportionately affected. Fines are not a deterrent. 

• More options are needed, it is not a black and white issue. If someone forgets their 

bag, they may intend to come back and clean up. 

• make it an offence to bag it and then drop it or throw it in a hedge,  bush or any other 

hidden place. 

• I am a responsible dog owner and always clear up after my animal but I know from 

experience that not all are so minded. I agree with all the proposals but I fail to see 

how it can be “policed” in all areas of South Holland. I suspect it is the larger urban 

areas of the district that will benefit such as Spalding and not the smaller towns and 

villages. 

• Will this extend to roadways with verges and importantly will it be enforced? Certain 

verges around the Holbeach Drove, Gedney Hill areas including public footpaths can 
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be disgusting but I don’t see how you are going to monitor and enforce without a huge 

effort in rural areas. 

• -exceptions should be made if someone found a loose dog and they were attempting 

to find the owner. -I think it should clarify that people should attempt to pick up faeces, 

they’re can be some instances where a dog may have an upset stomach and it’s not 

physically possible to not leave a trace.   -the dog should be seen taking a toilet in 

order for the person to commit the offence, there are occasion's dogs may go up to 

one’s left, and if someone’s trying to pull their dog away/walking away from one, and 

someone could be falsely accused 

• We need more dog poo bins please 

• Dog fouling is a problem in Sutton Bridge - in particular Wharf Street and Bridge Road.   

Some dog owners continue to leave dog faeces on public paths. 

• There is a terrible dog fowling issue in Sutton Bridge. I would like to see mandatory 

that the dog faeces collection bags are displayed when walking a dog for example 

attached to the lead. I would also like to see the introduction of the local authority 

setting up CCTV recording in known problem areas when reported by the public. 

Suitable signage indicating the CCTV recording could be placed on adjacent 

Lamppost. The majority of dog owners are responsible. unfortunately it is a few that 

are causing this problem. 

• Far too many people do not pick up their dog poo. Paths and grass round Wintergold, 

Belcanto, and Avignon area is a total mess. Too many children take dogs out.. never 

see them pick up. Too many people on phones while walking the dogs. Offer them a 

bag and you get shouted at. Too many dogs off lead. 

• Raising awareness of the possible health implications from toxocariasis. Many people 

are not aware how serious this could be. Who is going to monitor this proposal? Is 

there funding to support it or will you need to recruit and train volunteers to educate 

people and encourage responsibility and is there funding for this or could it be done in 

conjunction with Health? 

• Not having a bag does not prove you left a poo. On many occasions I used my last 

bag  for a poo as my dog did it 3-4 times in one go! Needs reinforcement of the law!! I 

can carry a bag and not pick up or don’t have a bag cause I just used it and binned 

before coming home. Abandoned play areas should be used for dog training or 

running instead. Plenty of abandoned play areas which would encourage people to 

move and dogs to be in more controlled area. Secret filming and high fines this is what 

we need! 

• Surfleet's Glen Park is a perfect example of why much stricter dog fouling bye-laws 

are needed in South Holland - and not just in children's play spaces. We have a 5-acre 

natural grass area which is heavily used by parents with children, local primary 

schools, sporting events and for holiday/social activities. Unfortunately, this has 

become a magnet for dog walkers from many parts of the district. We also run a 

Forest School for young children in the woodland and accessible to dogs. The amount 

of dog faeces left by irresponsible owners is a constant concern.  While many owners 

observe our rules which ask that dogs should be kept on a lead and off the grass, 

these are regularly flouted, the children often frightened and the teachers who 

challenge owners' lack of awareness of the public health implications are often 

subjected to abuse. 
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• Where the council plan to establish areas for dogs? Walking is good for residents 

health, but there are no such areas or parks suitable for nice walks with dogs. 

• fully supportive but wonder how this will be policed? 

• If a person is walking their dog from an electric wheelchair, would these rules still 

apply?  In the past I have been advised by a wheelchair-user that they are actually 

exempt from ‘pick-up’ rules. 

• Although I agree with all of the above, someone who is having problems with bending 

whether permanent or short term should not be find. I have no idea how that could be 

policed I just know that some days I can get down there and others I can’t. Even then 

it can depend on the terrain. I don’t have a dog but think it should be a consideration 

• If you see another dog walker with their dog on a lead and yours is off running around 

put it back on and don’t let them run up to other people’s dogs specially the ones that 

are on a lead 

• You shouldn't even need to do theses surveys, as all responsible dog owners 

automatically do the above all ready... So those who don't, need to be receiving fines. I 

hope you are able to be provided with enough people power to be able to enforce this. 

• Stop wasting time on things that you have no resource to support and won’t change 

anything.  If you’re that worried do what other councils do and instead dog bins with 

poop bags, not waste time on unenforceable legislation 

• Not enough bins for dog waste, the once which are provided doesn't get emptied on 

regular bases. You will do the same thing like with littering. Give fines to whatever the 

officer feels can mane an offence instead if doing the job properly. 

• I don't see how you will enforce this. It's a problem everywhere not just in SH. I don't 

believe there is enough staff to police this issue. I do think more bins would help but 

you will always have the few irresponsible people who don't pick it up and don't care 

what the consequences are 

• Dog bins by every open space ensuring regular emptying and amount dependant on 

size of open space. 

• If a parent with a child and also a dog I cannot see why they should be banned. If the 

Dog has an "accident" whilst in the play area and the owner clears it up there shouldn't 

be a problem. Otherwise you'll have children effectively banned from entering the play 

area because they have brought their pet Dog on a lead to enjoy the area 

• If banning from children play area then should provide fenced off areas specifically for 

dogs. 

• How about having more areas that owners can let their dogs off lead? How about 

fining people that leave all their rubbish in the parks and broken glass everywhere? 

How about regularly emptying the few dog poo bins that are in the parks? 

• The walks alongside ‘Counter Drain’ & ‘Vernatts Drain’ are always covered in 

excrement. There is a car that drives down Counter drain, lets dogs out of his car to do 

their business and he never gets out with dogs to pick it up..  The whole area, between 

the drains and the old ‘Fisherman’s Arms’ pub are disgusting. Whole area is filthy to 

with excrement and rubbish and rats! Something needs to be done. 

• Anyone can carry a poo bag it does not show they pick up.  We need more bins, 

notices and cctv. New areas are desperate for bins full stop. The Circus Broadgate is 

a prime example, 100s of new houses no bins no notices. Either the builder or council 

needs to do this. 
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• We, Pinchbeck Parish Council, fully support this initiative from SHDC, but believe the 

capability for enforcement is low, and therefore is likely to be ineffective. Unless an 

enforcement Officer happens to be in the vicinity of an offence at the time it occurs, 

enforcement will be somewhat limited. 

• Owners/walkers should pick up their dogs poo. It’s the person walking the dogs 

responsibility. They should be fined if they don’t. 

• Better regulation on dog ownership is the answer. Mandatory training and licensing for 

all dog owners. Responsible dog owners with well controlled dogs are not the issue, 

so they should not be made to feel persecuted for being in a public space and trying to 

give their dog an enriched life. 

• dogs should not run freely in public places, they should have a leash and/or muzzle. 

As in many European countries 

• I would like to see more dog friendly areas, perhaps a fence around green spaces and 

allowing dogs in play areas after a certain time. At 9pm, there are no children in the 

play area near us and it would be great to be able to let the dog off in it for a free and 

safe run. I always pick up after the dog so would ensure play areas are kept nice for 

the children. 

• The Council should continue to provide dog poo bag dispensers District wide in case 

any resident needs to clear up after a failure under the proposed Order. 

• Need control on constant barking, unsupervised dogs left in gardens while owners at 

work. 

• I always pick up after my dog and have a number of bags with me, but as I’m on my 

way and my dog have already done its business I may have no bags left as I cross the 

street to my home. I know my dog and when he is 'done' so, I might offer that last bag 

to someone else in need of one for example. So I think having to show a bag can be 

excessive and individual circumstances should then be considered, i.e.  my home is 

20 meters away and we are on our way home. How is it going to be enforced? If I was 

approached multiple times to show a bag I would start to considering it 'targeting' and 

harassment. Especially as I have always been a responsible dog owner. Most people 

are. 

• Dogs should always be on a lead in any area. Many owners let their dogs run free off 

their leads.   Dogs should not be allowed in any area where children play enclosed or 

non enclosed area 

• If a person gets fined, more than once, I then feel they should automatically get their 

dog taken off them. Some owners I feel should not have a dog. 

• Dogs Trust: - Re Fouling of Land by Dogs order – Dogs Trust consider “scooping the 

poop” to be an integral element of responsible dog ownership and would fully support 

a well -implemented order on fouling. We urge the council to enforce any such order 

rigorously. In order to maximise compliance, we urge the Council to consider whether 

an adequate number of disposal points have been provided for responsible owners to 

use, to consider providing free disposal bags and to ensure there is sufficient signage 

in place. We question the effectiveness of using on-the-spot fines for not being in 

possession of a poo bag and whether this is practical to enforce. Re: Dog Exclusion 

Order – Dogs trust accepts that there are some areas where it is desirable that dogs 

should be excluded, such as children’s play areas, however we would recommend that 

exclusion areas are kept to a minimum and that, for enforcement reasons, they are 
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restricted to enclosed areas. We would consider it more difficult to enforce an 

exclusion order in areas that lack clear boundaries. Dogs trust would highlight the 

need to provide plenty of signage to direct owners to alternative areas nearby in which 

to exercise dogs. 

 


